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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Happy 2021, Everybody! 

 Is it over, yet?  Can we open our eyes 
now?  Has 2020 really gone, or is its ghost still 
hovering over us!  Let’s hope that the pandemic 
ends soon, and we can get back to business as 
usual! 

 Speaking of business as usual, our new Planning Com-
mittee has some fantastic ideas going forward.  Since our gath-
erings were suspended last year, we are really eager for some 
social un-distancing!  We want to thank Barbara Kruse and her 
committee for putting together some fun activities, projects and 
speakers for the up-coming season! Trust me, it is going to be 
great, Covid not-withstanding! 

 As long as we are talking about great things, I hope eve-
ryone has given some thought to the front entrance project.  
Buying an especially inscribed brick or two will help fund the 
much-needed renovation. Whom would you like to honor or re-
member in this unique way!  Additional contributions are, of 
course, always welcome! 

 By the way, dues are due! All property owners of record 
should have received a hard copy of this winter issue of the 
Newsletter along with membership forms and ballots.  Members 
who pay dues will receive the Spring, Summer, and Fall Issues 
of the Newsletter electronically. So, please pay your dues 
promptly and stay in the loop.  

 On a final note, let me wish you a happy, healthy, and 
successful 2021! I am looking forward to seeing everyone in 
late spring!  Be safe! 

 

   Sincerely, 

   Bette LoBue 
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Mayor’s Corner 

Jim Hager 

We received a beautiful White Christmas on the Mountain! This is a picture of a house on 
Wachacha.   

 The application for the loan to complete the water system repairs has 
been sent to the Local Government Commission for approval.  We 
should have the funds available by mid-January.  The painting of the 
storage tank, setting up a new auxiliary tank and other repairs will be 
completed in early spring before most of our snowbirds return. 

 The Thunderbird Property Owners Association, in conjunction 
with the Town, has started a fund-raising drive to renovate the front 
entrance.  Brick pavers are now available for sale in two sizes.  A four-
by-eight brick is $300, and an eight-by-eight brick is $500.  These bricks can be in honor or memory of a loved 
one and will be permanently situated in front of the new bulletin board. These bricks will make a great gift that 
will last forever. 

  The total cost of the entrance project is $67,000.  To date we have raised nearly $15,000. The Town has 
budgeted $30,000 so we need to raise approximately $22,000 more to complete the project.  Any additional con-
tributions above the cost of a brick paver would be very much appreciated. 

 Everyone should have received an order form by now. Please return your order form to TOLS, 16 Marina 
Drive, Lake Santeetlah, NC 28771 and make your check payable to the Town of Lake Santeetlah.  All monies 
received will be placed into the Town’s escrow account until the project is finished.  The renovation is scheduled 
for spring, 2021. To review the plans for the front entrance or to get brick order forms, go to: http://
www.townoflakesanteetlah.org/documents. --J.H. 

CONDOS ARE COMING! 

By Barbara Kruse 

 In case you were wondering what is going to replace the old Thunderbird Lodge, the demolition of the old 

lodge building this past summer was the first step in the construction of The Condos at Santeetlah Lakeside. Once 

completed, the property will include ten grand condominiums ranging from 1420 square feet to 1680 square feet. 

Each condo will feature a private deck and outdoor fireplace. Private garage space and a community dock also 

come with each condo. It goes without saying that the spectacular view of Lake Santeetlah steals the show from 

the balconies!  --B.K. 

                                                                    Planning Committee Report 

                           By Barbara Kruse 

 The Planning Committee remains hopeful that T.P.O.A. will be able to have a welcome party in 2021 if 

the Covid-19 virus will allow us to safely do so. Mark your calendars for T.P.O.A.’s Welcome Party on Friday, 

June 12, at 5 P.M. at Chalet Village. This will be a perfect time to meet new neighbors and greet old friends. The 

committee has plans for a party in July which should appeal to the younger crowd as well as to the young at 

heart. The committee is also lining up speakers for our T.P.O.A. meetings, held the second Monday of the month 

at 7 P.M., June through September. We hope to have presentations about the forest service, boating safety, and 

where donations to the schools are utilized. The committee welcomes any ideas for events or speakers. Sugges-

tions may be emailed to bkk118@aol.com. 
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 ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 

 

The TPOA winter newsletter is sent out to all property owners of record via mail in January of each 
year.  The winter issue contains forms for membership, dues, and Green Elephant contributions.  In this 
issue we also request email information to be used solely for Newsletter distribution and TPOA alerts.  
A space is also provided for members to contribute ideas for community improvements, projects and 
activities or to express concerns.  The spring, summer and fall editions of the newsletter are sent to dues
-paying members only.  Mail outs will only be sent to members who are not equipped to use email.  
Please note that the Newsletter Committee does not send out addendums to our newsletters, and we pub-
lish only four times per year.  Newsletters will be posted on the Town website for a limited time.  Just 
click on the TPOA link. 

Kudzu Concerns 

Inspection of properties to identify this invasive plant will resume in spring, when the leaves will be more 

identifiable.  The Town will connect property owners with experts who will help them eradicate the prob-

lem.  If you have a kudzu concern, please contact Councilman Roger Carlton at 828-479-3664 or email 

him at rcarlton57@hotmail.com. 

Know Your Neighbors 

 Meet Kevin and Julie Haag, who moved to Lake Santeetlah 

from Lake Forest, California in 2019.  Now full-time residents, they 

have “fallen in love with the extraordinary lake views and the friend-

ly people of the Town of Lake Santeetlah”.  The couple has five chil-

dren and six grandchildren.  They enjoy Bible study, hiking, garden-

ing, painting, scuba diving and traveling. 

 Kevin, born in Portland, Oregon, graduated from high school 

in Huntington Beach, California, where he was president of his class 

and played football on the State Championship team. While attending 

California State University, Kevin majored in Political Science, in-

tending to pursue a career in law and politics.  However, he discov-

ered a “passion” for landscape design and eventually opened his own 

landscape company.  Fifty years later, he is operating his business 

remotely from the North Carolina Mountains! Kevin has co- 

THE THUNDERBIRD PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION (T.P.O.A.) IS SPONSORING A FUND 

RAISER TO BENEFIT THE TOWN OF LAKE SANTEETLAH’S FRONT ENTRANCE PROJECT. Please 

join your friends, neighbors and other property owners in purchasing one or more inscribed bricks in honor or 

memory of someone special in your life. For your convenience, a form was mailed with your water bill.  If you 

have any questions, please email Bill Piel at williampx@aol.com. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF 

T.P.O.A. MEETING SCHEDULE 2021 

 T.P.O.A. meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, June through September, at 7 p.m. at Town Hall. 
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Know Your Neighbors Continued from page 3 

hosted a live internet talk show, “The Outdoor Adventure Show”, where he profiled various exotic travel destina-

tions.  For several years he went on location, interviewing locals and taking calls about the must-see attractions.  In 

2014 Kevin graduated from Calvary Chapel School of Ministry, eventually serving as a Senior Home Pastor and as-

sistant pastor in Costa Mesa, California.  Kevin has worked with the homeless and men’s ministry.  He has worked 

with missions in Africa, Haiti, and Mexico. 

 Julie was born in Grant’s Pass, Oregon, and graduated from high school in Denver, Colorado.  While working 

as a Nuclear Medicine Technician, Julie decided to pursue a career in medicine.  She completed her residency at the 

University of Colorado in Ophthalmic Surgery and has performed lasik, glaucoma, cataract and cosmetic surgeries. 

 We look forward to getting to know Kevin and Julie Haag in the coming season! 

Around the Mountain 

By Bette LoBue 

 Our dreams about a white Christmas really came true THIS year. Perhaps that was the most 

positive event of 2020! Judging from all the pictures sent in, the snow helped spread the joy of the 

season! 

 Close friends and family of the late Mel Greene met on pontoon boats at the Greene’s dock on 

Lake Santeetlah on October 3.  Among those sharing anecdotes, favorite memories, and tributes to 

the imitable “Mr. TPOA” were Roger and Beth Carlton, Jim and Anne Hager, Joan Henry, Dave 

Hoffman, Craig, Kelly, and Loren Keith, Skip and Barbara Kruse, Gary and Martha Lane, Steve and 

Barbara Madden, Ralph and Delores Mitchell, Bill and Carolyne Piel, and Bill Smith.  Due to Covid concerns, Mel’s 

son and daughter-in-law, Danny and LaGena Greene, hosted from the dock. Michael LoBue flew in to play the bag-

pipes as a final tribute to Mr. Mel!   

 On the lighter side of the news, Bob Wehr alerted us to “The Great Pumpkin Caper”, or in Bob’s words, 

“another 2020 tragedy”. It seems that Aura Griffith’s pumpkins disappeared from her festive fall display at the en-

trance to Thunderbird!  We have a possible suspect, but his name is being withheld, pending further investigation.  

Hopefully, by the time you read this, whoever upset Aura by perpetrating this caper will have made amends or re-

placed the pumpkins!  Note: Photos of Aura’s original display appeared in the Fall issue of the Newsletter. 

 Another mishap in 2020, to add injury to insult, happened to Carolyne Piel, who fell and broke her shoulder 

bone. What a way to end the year!  Thank you very much, you terrible year that was! 

            On the positive side of the news, Steve Madden shared a link that touts Lake Santeetlah as the third most 

beautiful lake in the United States, out of literally thousands of lakes.  Lake Powell (Utah/Arizona) ranked in first 

place, and the 3,000-acre Lake George (New York) took second place.  Check out the competition at travelandlei-

sure.com/trip-ideas/nature-travel/americas-most-beautiful-lakes.  Thanks, Steve! 

 Roger and Beth Carlton enjoyed Graham County’s white Christmas at their Lakeside home in Lake 

Santeetlah.  An added bonus was having their daughter and her family with them for the holidays! 

 Kevin Haag plans to start a hiking club this coming season, which will meet twice a month for the purpose of 

fellowship and the exploration of a variety of local trails.  Let him know if you would like to join in. Kevin is also in-

terested in helping with landscape issues, as we look forward to spring, ALL AROUND THE MOUNTAIN! 


